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THE 

TWENTIETH  OF    DECEMBER. 


A    QUESTION    ANSWERED. 


People  are  asking, — What  is  t:he  meaning  of  the 
stir  which  is  now  made  about  the  Twentieth  of 
December  ? 

Answer. — It  is  proposed  to  keep  that  day  as  a 
Day  of  Prayer  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  our  native  land  ;  and  even  in  the  Colonies,  and 
in  other  countries  as  well.  The  occasion  is  impor- 
tant. It  is  quite  a  new  thing.  Not  a  day  of 
General  Thanksgiving,  nor  of  humiliation.  Not  a 
day  of  public  rejoicing,  nor  yet  of  public  sorrow  : 
but  A  DAY  OF  PRAYERSi  That  is  the  one 
thought  to   be  kept  clearly  in  view. 

Prayer  is  indeed  called  for  now.  For  a  great 
want  exists,  and  only  God  can  supply  that  want. 
It  is,  in  a  word,  not  so  much  the  want  of  money, 
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but  the  want  of  Men  ;  good,  holy,  devoted  men,  to 
o-o  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  the 
seven  hundred  millions  who  have  never  yet  heard  it 
or  heeded  it.  To  teach  them  is  02ir  bounden  duty, 
for  Jesus  Christ  commands  it  in  His  Gospel.  "  Go 
ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to 
every   creature." 

There  is  a  great  call  upon  us  ?iow,  for  the  Heathen 
are  everywhere  shaking  off  their  old  superstitions, 
and  glorious  opportunities  are  before  us.  What 
would  a  farmer  feel  who  had  splendid  crops,  lovely 
weather,  and  could  get  no  hands !  or  very  few  } 
But  this  is  a  harvest  of  precious  souls,  which  is 
perishing  daily  for  want  of  men  willing  and  able  to 
gather  it  in. 

What  shall  we  do  }  Jesus  answers  very  plainly. 
If  the  harvest  is  great  and  the  Labourers  few — 
"Pray."  ''Pray  the  Lord  of  the  Harvest."  Ask 
God,  Who  alone  can  touch  men's  hearts,  to  send 
forth  labourers  to  gather  in  this  more  than  golden 
harvest.  He  can  raise  up  all  that  are  needed. 
We  cannot  raise  up  one.  We  -iiave  His  promise. 
"  Ask,  and   it  shall  be  given." 

The  need  is  tirgent.  From  India,  from  China, 
from  Australia,  from  Africa,  from  the  Islands  of 
the    sea,  everywhere    the   same    cry    comes    to    us, — 
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"  Send  us  men  to  teach  us ;  we  want  more  men/^ 
The  Harvest  of  Nature  has  been  gathered  this 
autumn.      But  the  Harvest  of  Souls  is  still  standine. 

Let  us  give  up  some  time  on  this  one  day  ;  let 
us  join  hand  and  heart,  and  if  united  as  one  great 
Christian  army,  Heaven  will  not  be  shut  against  our 
prayers. 

Even  while  you  are  reading  this  paper,  many 
men  for  whom  Christ  suffered  are  dying,  many 
have    died,  -in  heathen  darkness. 

Our  great  Missionary  Societies  have  begged  us 
to  do  this  as  the  greatest  kindness  we  can  show 
them.  So  have  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops. 
So,  too,  all  great  and  good  men,  in  Church  and 
State,  feel  the  want.  All  agree,  the  first  thing  to 
do  is  to  have  one  great  Day  of  united  Intercessory 
Prayer. 

God  is  willing  to  give,  but  He  chooses  that  zue 
should  first  ask.  That  is  His  rule.  What  a  charity 
it  will  be !  What  a  glorious  opportunity  is  now 
offered!  Let  it  not  be  thrown  away.  Union  is 
strength.  Let  us  all  combine  for  the  sake  of  the 
heathen  and  the  ignorant,  who  cannot  pray  for 
themselves ;  and  if  England's  millions  of  voices 
are  united  on  that  one  day  to  implore  the  God  of 
Heaven,    no     man     can    say    what    a     blessing     may 


ensue.  Nothing  but  want  of  faith  on  our  part, 
nothing  but  cold  hearts  could  prevent  it.  Let  the 
world  and  angels  see,  that  we  do  believe  in  a 
God  who  hears  prayer  and   answers  prayer. 

There  are  hundreds  of  young  men  in  this  country, 
good  and  able  to  teach,  who  might  go  out  to  labour 
in  this  noblest  and  best  of  callings.  What  is  to 
win  them  ?  Nothing  but  God's  Holy  Spirit.  And 
He  is  ready  to  touch  their  hearts  and  move  them, 
if  only  we  will  but  ask   Him. 

This  is  the  meaning  of  the  Twentieth  of 
December. 


LONDON:   R.    CLAY,    SONS,    AND   TAYIXIR,    PkJNTK 

• 


J 


^'W 


'?m 


■^i^-'i.-^'- 


h^ 


mm:,^^- 


mA.-jLj 


« 

^^^?^.:4fe^V,^] 

m-^. 

^ 

■^^■N 


^:^:,Ji^ 


m 


